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The Baltimore City Zoning Code currently requires out-patient substance abuse treatment 
centers to obtain a conditional use ordinance to locate within the City.  Other health care 
professionals and programs are zoned as professional offices or clinics, and are permitted 
as of right in many zones.  According to a recent (March 8, 2004) opinion of the 
Maryland Attorney General’s office, treating out-patient substance abuse treatment 
centers for zoning purposes differently from offices of other health care professionals 
unfairly discriminates against persons with disabilities, and does not comply with the 
Federal Americans with Disabilities Act.   
 
It is proposed to eliminate the substance abuse treatment center category from the Zoning 
Code.  Substance abuse treatment centers would then be zoned either as professional 
offices or as health care clinics.  According to the Code, a professional office may be one 
of a number of offices and/or other uses in a building.  A clinic currently is defined as “a 
building the principal use of which is for offices of physicians or dentists for the 
examination of people on an out-patient basis.”  The definition is slightly revised, 
changing physicians and dentists to health care professionals or programs licensed or 
certified by the State.  The new definition is: “Clinic: health care means a building the 
principal use of which is for offices for the examination and treatment of people on an 
out-patient basis by health care professionals or programs that are licensed or certified by 
the State.” 
 
While the current category of substance abuse treatment center is allowed by ordinance in 
all zoning districts, professional offices and clinics are more restricted as to location: 
 
 Professional offices (no sales or bulk storage on premises) are permitted as of 

right in all B zones and all O-R zones.  They are conditional to the BMZA in R-7, 
R-8, R-9, and R-10. 

 Clinics are permitted as of right in zones B-2, B-3, B-4 and B-5.  They are 
conditional to the BMZA in all O-R zones. 

 
No change is proposed in use type (permitted, etc.) or in zoning districts (R, B, etc.) for 
either professional offices or clinics. 
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